
 
Fact Sheet 

Exploring in Explorer 
  

 Windows Explorer is a utility program that is part of Windows. You can accomplish 
the same tasks in Explorer as you do in folder windows. The advantage of Explorer is that it is a graphical 
representation of your computer's filing system. To launch Explorer, either click the Start button, highlight 
Programs, and then choose Windows Explorer, or right-click the Start button and choose Explore from the 
context menu. The Explorer window displays with two panes: the folder hierarchy on the left and a folder 
window on the right. 
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 When you select a folder in the left pane, the status bar at 
the bottom of the Explorer window tells you the number of items in the currently selected folder, the 
amount of disk space occupied by those items, and the amount of free disk space left on the disk where 
that folder resides. It displays the same information when you select one or more items in the right pane. 
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